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'“arch 21 , l'JBG 


*^r* Alfred Friendly 
Managing Editor 
The ^ishington ^osjt 
lblb L* .St;,, nw 
fcasainstcn, 1, G. 

i)na.r Hr. Friendly, 

• ith s mysterry that hor. by no- become tho norm of my life, your letter of six 
&vjg 8go, ^oataorktA the day It wee written, ha* just arrived* ~ am replying in 
huiioo beonusa ox what v/i.V- T :>©ooue oluar to you if you ttOttapt my r.hnlioByo of 
six W:V.*j ?<?G f v^d^X harenit}! rene-w tuvl mpllfy . tlu* / challenge, 

ion say that if I “could dcg&oruitrate the t circumstances of t;h« murder m d the 
nature of tho lavKatig* tfen ’"ere ;U ff e j'onb i;i jo;.* c^rec from ttioao s© hev© 
be*n led to believe" I °t.ou1u not h&vn w&iol 'j *n interesting account but the 
moot ssu^pfciouaX atory <jic.C'i v the e&2n filiation it pelf • Any pub Li after who provi ded’ 1 
no ” ift* Vehicle for uuol: n ileinauniiati an >?culd. *bp ahowf»r€d vith riches and honor# * 
I an i : 'coraplot-a Record, which, 'r.iakcs .my Ixic redibl o q;?.pe rienc s so shocking to me 
rr.ti inoompreh^r.riible to you* 

^etc -1th the value this cent.?. hr vr, to *. newspepar, with, syndication rights 
cr- liable, you ml 7 > 1 net par ucuuilly tfjaYi the simple &©s)/ur© veouirea to see for 
yourself her cr net I Vvc whri / seyr You Alii not, Lor your 0Y/n..rea«,cn£ibilit; 
«s h jud j.ni editor, for your* obligations to Va%,o*aoi6 of your paper if 

not, indeed, to history, let ao pf 07 e It, si.uply snl/(oyo*u»* 

y - 

V'e begin "It ti the ’cnowledgs you rofuaed tc orcli* Con&x<*&m*n .jiathiAs# iium tiers 
v/c go to Larry Ctovn, who J.n ton v<ojV:h reed noVVas so /oro i hundred prsgss you 
revert hut 17 (h? loft his mrji’vn 1 in pls.;a}, I willing to. Lot you ti w ar> ny 
ribbon c?py for this period of time, but you tovo un* 11 1.1 a 5 to rend the. bp'? k, JJy 
9v^.u your cte states eat, Shorn barely beg^n it, Iv'owl will 4o further* 1 ofxVrc to 
givs yon tho n :uo3 •''r.i “phonn numbers of the not tuooftsia? fohle -tsumoor of twxior 
?ni sxeautive olitOr^ of ilporhont housoo, non of maturity emu renponeibility, 
who have in writing ropr^aented this booh as' X; do, sideling out . for praiokv jv.at 
those thing/s you seen to ^nost.ion* Or, In oer^fidsnea, 1 will nhow you the letters# 

yurthor, you ccn f v.lt!ioub leaving four building, a eh ,-ithony Howard of the London 
O h n orvnr , to vrhom I hen? ju-rt pin cod r\ coll, 'os I did to yon, X lievenH uftkad bis 
pp.rmiflfr ion, but I am confident ho will not mind* Or Tom V^icker, of whom th^ eurae 
Id true# Or Alain Clsmcnt, of Le Monde ( 320 - 34 b 0 ), I can give you more if these 
do not suit. And X ct:n show you, 1 dnr© you accept .r»y ch allonge, I core yrni gnmt 
me s« little oa five minute? end no much thereafter as you T.^nt, I e*n putting it 
on the line, k'r# friendly, Vo re you'^ 


a 
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I intend no harshness# The inferences you drew are logical and reasonable# They 
hove but a single feult: thoy ore wrong# Let me prove it to you. You are not too 
busy for five minutos# I will put into your hands a single document that will be 
all you require, and I suggest that it will ±kbs also hold further interest for 
The Washington Post than the obvious one* 

In giving you the .names of rosuonaible Journalists who have, in confidence, road 
iny book I am not losing sight of the si^nifieonoe, to me, of your refusal to 
believe Mac, who ia « responsible Congressman and a ^ssaber of tte Judiciary 
^om dttee# Ve all had end have a treicenduous persons! involvement in this tragic 
end traumatic event# 1 in my way, you in yours# And I can wall understand the 
position of your paper end its owners# But Wicker, Howard and Clement are 
reputable, knowledgeable end skeptical members of your own craft# hero you ask 
them, if !;boy think y on f d ws-tp your time reading my book* 

Thu reaorvtttlon is unchaasod* raapoct x\y confidence# ^ heve done what 1 believe 
to bo en important thing ( would you like to see the h inUr/rittau no te of an * 
executive of e major publishing house who called it both important end 'historic?) 
and .Tometbing of, aa you esy, great vlhue . I se» broke ^c! lu debt ond nead whet . 
my racily great labor should return* 

To demonstrate. my responsibility in ~his mat tor, 1 toll you I caa.Uevo this book 
la distribution vA weak spa hrv* not done* pc. Further, X will prove this to you# 
o, it should be clear I do not seek uoro cessation, I sivk responsible. hoaoling# 

The cli«fj?t.e in ch'mpiny# 1 fin. not for thn first time hopeful of a co utrac t lu the 
near future# x havo no doubt that tho interest of a major paper such o» the -dost 
■vpulu greatly fpeilf tr«t* thvt* * likewise h.'Ve do doubt that tho. syndication 
rights .represent both «r honor and a ccm^orcidl v%'lvr? m 

i ' • : 

| ;\rd 1 suggest that because ?. nern la no v do possibility of doubt the fc 1 

beyend question, the urgency is ^ven ^rooter. 

Con ?i dor whet la **£ stake* here, uhat it means to tho *:i’5xiutry , .:aa diint. it vdll 

to yon end you;- peper if, no X guarantee to * prove' to your exapiste a.; Lis lection, 
-• »n;Vf ; understated to you# Or consider v/hnt you will fool x :rhori, ts inevitably it 
will, this ell eerie n cut - without you. 

1 Min f froliny with you openly o?\d in true.**, I Vxpo I eisy depend’ upc*ft your f.^ vlie 
tradition**! reciprocation# If I err* do whet 1 intend today, I v/ill leave this in 
your office tonight# a smnj.i r.g there rye r.o furtafe needs that I fao 3.u the 
inriediut© future, T promise to ho in your office, c amply * tCy emsici, within. 75 
minute a ot your phono c c lt* 


• ir corely , 


^erold w eisb©rg 



